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task of inducing England to believe that Russia was
engaged in sinister designs against her. He plied Sir
Frank Lascelles, British Ambassador in Berlin, with tales
of secret Russian intrigues in the East, which Sir Frank
duly communicated to the British Government. The
Queen did not believe them, but from her knowledge of
William she drew the very plausible deduction that he
was pouring into the ears of the Tsar and his Ambassador
at Berlin, Count Osten-Sacken, the same type of tale
about England as he was telling Sir Frank Lascelles about
Russia. In fact she deduced the essential spirit of the
Willy-Nicky letters. It seemed a case where she might
do well to intervene directly, instead of employing
diplomatic channels.

But where was the use of writing to William as
she had done after the Kruger telegram ? He would
only exhibit a tissue of fulsome explanations or denials
which nobody could believe. So she wrote to the Tsar
instead:

61 feel I must write and tell you something which you
ought to know and perhaps do not. It is, I am sorry to
say, that William takes every opportunity of impressing
upon Sir F. Lascelles that Russia is doing all in her
power to work against us; that she offers alliances
to other Powers, and has made one with the Ameer
of Afghanistan against us. I need not say that I do not
believe a word of this, neither do Lord Salisbury nor Sir
F. Lascelles.

* But I am afraid William may go and tell things against
us to you, just as he does about you to us. If so, pray
tell me openly and confidentially. It is so important
that we should understand each other, and that such
mischievous unstraightforward proceedings should be put